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February letter: 
 

In Lent last year a number of us took part in 
a study course called “Living In Love and 
Faith.”  This was part of an extended 
consultation by the Church of England to 
review its teaching on sexuality and gender.  

The outcome of that process has recently been made 
public. 
 
The House of Bishops has apologised for prejudice towards 
LGBTQ+  people whilst at the same time deciding not to 
change the Church’s refusal to conduct same sex 
marriages.  Instead prayers of blessing can now be offered 
after civil ceremonies.  This, not surprisingly, has pleased 
no-one.  Traditionalists are outraged that the Church is 
now prepared to bless relationships which they regard as 
illegitimate.  Gay couples are deeply upset that they still 
cannot pledge themselves to each other in a setting where, 
as the Revd Richard Coles recently put it, “the Holy Spirit is 
invited.” 
 
Whatever the outcome this was always going to be 
controversial, but I think the Church of England has got 
this wrong because they have approached this issue in the 
wrong way.  The radical way forward is to understand that 
these are issues over which we not only can, but actually 
should, agree to disagree. 
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Many traditionalists appeal to the Bible in support of their 
views.  It seems simple.  There are six verses in the whole 
Bible which speak about same sex relationships and they 
are all condemnatory.  What is not at all simple is precisely 
what they refer to.  In each case what they have in view 
seems nothing like the kinds of faithful monogamous same 
sex partnerships many Christians enter into today.  Issues 
of Biblical interpretation, the nature of human sexuality, 
and how to handle relationships with pastoral compassion 
and integrity, are in this case not at all simple.  We must 
recognise that opposing views can and will be held with 
sincerity and integrity. 
 
Where we have got it wrong is to look at one part of the 
Bible while overlooking others of equal or greater 
importance. The importance of unity in the church is 
emphasised again and again in the New Testament.  Paul 
writes: “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you,” (Romans 15:7) .  How does Christ welcome 
us?   The rest of Romans explains how – generously and 
unconditionally, based on the forgiveness made possible 
by the death and resurrection of Jesus, and nothing to do 
with anything we have or have not done. What makes 
anyone a Christian is faith in Christ and nothing else. 
 
We are then called to live God honouring lives.  We work 
out how to do that by listening to the Bible, the Holy Spirit, 
our conscience, and the wisdom of other Christians.  We 
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will not always come to the same conclusions – the New 
Testament Christians didn’t always – and sometimes what 
will be right for one person will not be right for another. 
 
If we’re to take Scripture seriously we need to bring this 
perspective to the current debates.  Some will sincerely 
adhere to traditional understandings that marriage can 
only be between a man and a woman.  Others will 
understand and apply Scripture differently, but equally 
sincerely, to enable same sex partnerships to be blessed 
and celebrated.  Both understandings are held by people 
who seek to live God honouring lives in sincerity and 
integrity.  Both are called to welcome the other as fellow 
Christians and honour the integrity of their walk with God 
even if they themselves live in a different way. 
 
This will require tolerance, flexibility, and the ability to live 
with difference, but when did unity ever mean uniformity?  
It will be challenging and at times messy but this is, I 
believe, the only way of living which takes seriously the 
whole teaching of the Bible, rather than just a few 
contested verses. 
 
Best wishes 
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Ash Wednesday 

This year Lent begins on February 22nd.  This year our Parish Ash 
Wednesday Holy Communion service will take place at St Mary’s at 
7.45pm.  We will be running some special weekly events during 
Lent – more details next month. 

 

Magazine Subscriptions 

Subscriptions are now due for 2023 for those who would like a 
paper copy of the magazine. 

£1 per copy 
£12 for the year 
£20 if they are posted each month 

Please let me know if anyone wants a copy delivered or posted as 
it is often nice to have a paper copy on hand to refer to even 
though you can read it online or download it. 

- Eija O’Gorman (020 8992 0061) 

 
 
Insurance Which Helps Your Parish 

Ecclesiastical Insurance write: 

For every new policy taken out before 31 December 2023, we will 
donate £130 to a church or cathedral of your choice.  Since we 
started Trust130 donations in 2017, we’ve given over £460,000 to 
churches around the UK nominated by our policyholders. Although 
£130 might not sound like a vast sum, these donations have made 
a difference with many churches receiving multiple donations as 
their congregation members have taken up our offer. 

To find out more go to: 
https://ecclesiastical.com/individuals/home-insurance/trust130/ 

https://ecclesiastical.com/individuals/home-insurance/trust130/
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The Ascension Friends 

On a wet, cold January day I was delighted that some very hardy 
Friends joined me for our meeting in a decidedly chilly church. A 
hot cup of tea lifted our spirits and everyone enjoyed meeting 
again after the Christmas festivities. We postponed our 
games/quiz session as we were few in numbers but we hope 
that it will be warmer for our February meeting and we can 
enjoy pitting our wits against one another.  

Do come and join us on Tuesday 7th February. Unfortunately the 
heating won’t be fixed by then (although it should be soon 
after), so wear something warm.  We’ll meet as usual in the 
Welcome Area at 2pm and put your thinking caps on because 
there will be a quiz as well as some board games to challenge 
us.  And your reward will be the usual delicious tea! I’m looking 
forward to seeing you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- Liz Williams (020 8997 5578 williams13qr@gmail.com) 

mailto:williams13qr@gmail.com
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We meet on the first Tuesday of every month 2pm-4pm 

for talks, teas and occasional outings 
in The Welcome Area, the Church of the Ascension  

Beaufort Road W5 3EB 

Winter/Spring Programme 2023 

Tuesday 10th January  

Happy New Year – tea and chat 

Tuesday 7th February 

Quizzes and games 

Tuesday 7th March 

3 pictures  

An illustrated talk by Spencer Williams 

Tuesday 4th April 

Easter celebrations 
For more information please contact Mrs Liz Williams 

020 8997 5578 or williams13qr@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Ascension Friends 
A club for retired people - old or young 

mailto:williams13qr@gmail.com
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Church Flowers 
 
I always write a note in the magazine at this time of year to ask 
if anyone would like to join the rota to arrange flowers in the 
church [or in the Hall where we are meeting currently]. 
 
You would be most welcome to do so.    It is a great pleasure 
making the Church look beautiful and to enhance the services.   
It is not difficult or expensive and help is always at hand. 
 
 Also, if anyone would like flowers arranged in memory of family 
or friends who have passed away, please let me know as I would 
be delighted to do this. 

- Sue Lawes (0208 997 4664) 
 
 

Betty Barker 
 
Betty moved into The Meadows care home on 9th January.  
This will be her new home , having lived in Boileau Road for 
about sixty years!  We and all her neighbours will greatly miss 
her, but she would very much like to welcome visitors. 
 
The Meadows 
288 Oldfield Lane. 
Greenford 
UB6 8PS 
020 8575 3320 
 
Jean Anderson is also living there, so visitors can see them both. 
It is advisable to ring first just to book a visit. 
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Welcome to The Open Door 
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The Open Door, our new Friday morning café at St Mary’s, 
which also offers food and clothing for those who need them, 
got off to a flying start last month.  Every week we have 
welcomed around twenty people, which shows how this is 
meeting needs in our neighbourhood. 
 
We constantly need to keep up food supplies.  If you can donate 
any of the following please contact Rae. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dried pasta – all varieties 
Rice 
Lentils 
Pulses 
Cereal 
Pasta sauce – not fresh 
Tinned vegetables 
Tinned soup 
Tinned beans – all varieties 
Tinned fish 
Tinned meals – stew/curry/etc 
Tinned meat 
Dried / Pot Noodles 
Ketchup 
Mayonnaise 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned rice pudding 
Baby food 
Baby milk 
Biscuits 
Coffee 
Tea 
Small bags of sugar 
Juice – long life 
Squash 
Milk – long life 
Crisps/snacks 
Cooking oil 

Nappies  

Baby wipes 

Soap 

Toilet rolls 

Toothbrushes 

Toothpaste 

Shampoo 

Washing detergent – POWDER 
ONLY 

Shower gel 

Washing up liquid 
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Stay And Play 

In partnership with West Twyford Children’s Centre 
(https://www.west-twyford.ealing.sch.uk/services-
timetable/) we run a parent and toddler group every 
Monday morning of term time from 9.15am to 11am. 
 
Not only is it great fun for children with lots of space 
and large toys like slides and pedal cars, but it also 
allows access to the range of support and services 
offered  by the Children’s Centre. 
 
Do come along if you have young children, and do tell 
local families about it.  

https://www.west-twyford.ealing.sch.uk/services-timetable/
https://www.west-twyford.ealing.sch.uk/services-timetable/
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Calendar February Intercessions 

 

Our regular service times can be found on the back cover.  On Sundays 
the intercessions (which are being used in an alphabetical sequence) 
are for the people who live or work in the various roads and schools of 
our Parish. 

Daily Prayer can be accessed via the website.   

Week beginning January 29th (4th Sunday of Epiphany) 
 Spencer Close & St Anne's Gardens 

Weds  11am – St Mary's Coffee Morning at St Mary's 
Thursday  8pm - Parish Prayer Evening online 
Friday  10am - The Open Door at St Mary's 
 
Week beginning February 5th (3rd Sunday before Lent) 

  St Augustine's Avenue & Thackeray Court 
Sunday  10.30am – All Age Service at the Ascension 
 10.30am - All Age Service at St Mary's 
 6pm - The Sunday Word (Evening Worship) online 
Monday  9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's 
Tuesday  2pm - Ascension Friends at the Welcome Area 
Friday  10am - The Open Door at St Mary's 
 
Week beginning February 12th (2nd Sunday before Lent) 

  Toucan Close & Tudor Gardens 
Sunday  10.30am – Morning Service at St Mary's 
 10.30am – Morship Service at the Ascension 
 4.30pm - Youth Group at the Ascension 
Monday  No Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's this week 
Friday  No Open Door at St Mary's this week {half-term} 
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Week beginning February 19th (Sunday before Lent) 
                   Twyford Abbey Road & Vale Lane 

Sunday  10.30am – Morning Service at St Mary's 
 10.30am – Morship Service at the Ascension 
Monday  9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's 
Tuesday  7pm – Jazz at St Mary's 
Ash Wednesday     7.45pm – Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
Friday  10am - The Open Door at St Mary's 
 
Week beginning February 26th (1st Sunday of Lent) 

                   Waldegrave Road & Waverley Gardens 
Sunday  10.30am – Morning Service at St Mary's 
 10.30am – Morship Service at the Ascension 
 4.30pm – Youth Group at the Ascension 
Monday  9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's 
Friday  10am - The Open Door at St Mary's 
 

All Ascension Sunday services are livesteamed on Zoom,  
recorded, and posted as videos on the Parish website 
where they can be accessed for the next week.   

PARISH REGISTERS 
 

No entries this month 

 
Important Dates 

• 19th  March – Mothering Sunday 

• April 9th = Easter Sunday 
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How to play : place a number from 1-9 in each empty cell so 

that each row, each column & each 3x3 block contains all the 

numbers from 1-9. 

(N.B. No number can appear twice in any row, column or 3 x 3 box) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solution page : 21

6 7 1

8 2 3

1 7 9 4

2 6 5

7 5 1 3

2 3 1

1 9 8 2

9 1 7

2 3 5
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Beaufort Players Drama Group 
  www.beaufortplayers.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It says here that the next Beaufort Players production will 
be  

‘LIMEHOUSE’ 

by Steve Waters 

A divisive left-wing leader at the helm of the Labour Party. 

A Conservative prime minister battling with her cabinet. 

An identity crisis on a national scale . . . . 

. . . with performances from the 29th March to 1 April 2023 

(more details next month) 

Sign up to our mailing list here 
and be the first to know when tickets go on sale. 

 
If you’re interested in getting involved, whether it’s on stage, 
behind the scenes or front-of-house, why not come along to the 
Ascension Hall on a Wednesday night from 8pm and meet us?   

https://www.beaufortplayers.org.uk/maillist/
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A Missionary Family History 

Some twenty years ago Jon and Sue Lawes visited Savage Island (now 
Niue) in the South Pacific.  This article details their family history 

there. 
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Reprinted by kind permission of the Rev Peter Grimshaw who 
had sent this, his article for publication in the Reform magazine 
of the United Reform Church. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thinking About Valentines Day 

Love may be a fool’s paradise, but it is the only paradise 
we know on this troubled planet.  – Robert Blatchford. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Getting Away 

Who isn’t thinking about holidays or simply taking a weekend away at 
this time of year, particularly after the cold, wet and windy weather 
we’ve been having thrown at us lately. 

After considering where we would like to go the next decision will be 
how to get there: train, car or coach? According to the Energy Saving 
Trust five journeys to Edinburgh from London and back by train 
create less carbon emissions than just one flight - 14 grams compared 
with 285 grams. So a clear choice there if you care about keeping 
those polluting carbon emissions down.  To research train timetables 
and prices across Europe a comprehensive website is 
www.seat61.com, or to go skiing by train check out 
www.snowcarbon.co.uk. 

Anywhere beyond Europe has to involve a flight of course but maybe 
restrict yourself to one long haul trip a year? (And offset it 
afterwards). Your choice of destination matters not least because so 
many places around the world have now become tourist hotspots. 
This is understandable particularly when they offer good weather and 
facilities in attractive surroundings. But with crowds of visitors 
inevitably comes extra pressure on local resources from water 
supplies and recycling possibilities to the local wildlife. 

To help mitigate all this many tour operators are signing up to the 
various eco-schemes which cover how they operate themselves as 
well as the standards of the hotels, restaurants and local attractions 
they book. These typically include things like their recycling facilities, 
whether they use local products and how they treat their staff. 

120 UK tour operators which care about these standards are members 
of AITO, a group of specialist and independent travel companies. 
They are committed to offering holidays which ensure that 
“environmental demands on our fragile planet are kept as low as 
possible.”  So www.aito.com  is definitely worth browsing when 
researching a trip.                                                                       - Gillian Harrison 

http://www.seat61.com/
http://www.snowcarbon.co.uk/
http://www.aito.com/
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Poem:  February 

We English are renowned for waxing lyrical 
On that wonderful  subject  - the weather! 
We are now moving through February 
And new flowers are come out together. 

Spring is a time of starts 
New birth is  nature’s wake up call 
The earth heaves, and the land brings forth colour 
A joyous message to cheer us all. 

The tiny snowdrop pokes out his head 
His tiny white ball summons nature 
Its delicate white blossoms make a gentle carpet 
Over Winter’s dead and dormant land. 

A  little wee robin who has sung alone all winter 
Now sings from the high branches of a barren tree 
He is joined by a vast choir of  nature’s birdsong 
As  the chorus spreads from tree to tree. 

The pigeons coo and court their mates 
The magpies screech  and call 
The squirrel swings in to chase the lot 
Jumping from tree to tree without a fall. 

We watch and listen and our hearts are lifted 
We respond to the change of season marking it well 
Walking with a lighter step and a quicker smile 
We savour the arrival of Springtime 

AND ALL IS WELL! 

© Diana Dishley, February 2023  
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3 5 9 8 6 4 2 7 1

8 7 4 1 2 5 9 3 6

1 6 2 7 3 9 8 4 5

9 4 1 2 7 3 6 8

7 8 5 4 9 6 1 2 3

6 2 3 5 8 1 7 9 4

5 1 7 9 4 8 3 6 2

4 9 6 3 1 2 5 8 7

2 3 8 6 5 7 4 1 9
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We’d love to hear from you about prayer.  Have you got a story 
about answered prayer?  An insight which has helped you to pray 
better?  An inspiring quotation about prayer? A prayer someone 
has written which you find useful? A question about prayer you’d 
like answered? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next prayer Parish Prayer Gathering will be 
online via Zoom on Thursday February 2nd, 8pm-
9pm.  Keep in touch with the WhatsApp group, 
website, and Facebook page for prayer information. 

, website, and Facebook page for prayer information. 
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Supporting Mission 
A Rocha (“The Rock”) – Christians in Conservation 
 

Every month we profile one of the agencies the Parish supports 
through our external giving. 

Based locally in Southall, A Rocha UK has for a number of years 
been in the forefront of helping the church in Britain to become 
aware of and respond practically to the environmental 
challenges we all face. 

A Rocha have produced a wide range of worship resources for 
use in churches (including our own) as well as educational 
materials for primary and secondary schools.  They are also 
partners in the “Floating Classroom” on the Grand Union Canal.  
Former UK Director Revd Dave Bookless is the author of a 
number of widely read books for Christians. 

In 2001 A Rocha began a project with the local authority and 
other landowners to turn 90 acres of derelict land into the Minet 
Country Park, a dedicated nature conservation area.  A similar 
project is currently being developed at Wolf Fields in Southall. 

The Eco Church programme, which enables churches and 
congregations to reduce their carbon footprint and tread more 
lightly in other ways, is run by A Rocha.. 

A Rocha define themselves by five commitments.  
Foundationally they are Christian, their work is Conservation, 
they are committed to building Community in a way which is 
Cross-Cultural and achieved by Co-operation. 

To find out more visit  www.arocha.org. 

  

http://www.arocha.org/
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And Finally 
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VICAR:  The Revd Simon Reed ................................................. 020 8566 9920 

 The Ascension Vicarage, Beaufort Road, Ealing  W5 3EB 

 E: simonreed@ascensionealing.org 

MINISTER at ST MARY’S:   The Revd Pete Harris, 91 Ashbourne Rd, W5 3DH ..... 020 8997 7852 

E: pete@richard-rose.co.uk 

PASTORAL ASSISTANTS:  Liz Williams, 13 Queen's Road, W5 2SA ..................... 020 8997 5578 

williams13qr@gmail.com 

 Rae White, 109 The Avenue, West Ealing W13 8JT ..... 07414 990645 

E: darwinrae@hotmail.co.uk 

CHURCH WARDEN(S):  Vacant 

DEPUTY WARDENS:  Rosy Sookias [A], 27 Audley Road, W5 3ES ................ 020 8998 3670 

 Arby Ghazaryan [M], 69 Abbeyfields Close,  

 West Twyford, NW10 7EG ........................................... 07958 555506 

PCC SECRETARY:  Liz Williams, 13 Queen's Road, W5 2SA ..................... 020 8997 5578 

PARISH TREASURER:  Colin Mckenzie, 26 Brentmead Gardens,  

 West Twyford, NW10 7DS .......................................... 020 8838 4531 

 E: treasurer@ascensionealing.org 

PLANNED GIVING:  Parish Treasurer ........................................................ (address above) 

ELECTORAL ROLL:   Lucy Pavesi ................................................................. 020 3532 2524 

 

CHILDREN’S CHAMPIONS: The Revd Simon Reed [A] (address above) ................. 020 8566 9920 

 Annlinda Buckingham [M], 29 Waverley Gardens, NW10 7EE 

  .................................................................................... 07817 676607 

 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS:  Liz Williams (address above) ...................................... 020 8997 5578 

  Rae White (address above) ......................................... 07414 990645 

JUNIOR CHURCH  Rae White (address above) ......................................... 07414 990645 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:  Lee Dewsnap ............................................................... 07702 126971 

SACRISTAN (A):  Denise Avanessian ...................................................... 020 8810 7140 

HALL BOOKINGS:  Rae White, 109 The Avenue, W. Ealing W13 8JT ......... 07414 990645               

 E: darwinrae@hotmail.co.uk 

PARISH NEWS MAGAZINE: 

CONTENT   Revd Simon Reed E: simonreed@ascensionealing.org 

ADVERTISING Roger Dishley.............................................................. 020 8567 0275 

DISTRIBUTION Eija O’Gorman [A] ....................................................... 020 8992 0061 

 Kester Worme [M] ...................................................... 020 8963 0112 

 

 



THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, HANGER HILL 

Beaufort Road, London W5 3EB 

Wheel chair access at front entrance 

Sundays 1030 MORNING WORSHIP (with Holy Communion) 

  including Children's activities 

  All Age Service - 1st Sunday of the month 

  The 10.30am service is also streamed live on Zoom. 

 1800 THE SUNDAY WORD – Evening Service on Zoom only 

  1st Sunday of the month. 

The Church is normally open for DAILY PRAYER 9.00-9.30am and 5.30-6pm weekdays 

Other Activities 

•  Ascension Friends retired people’s club  •  Youth Group 

 

ST MARY'S, WEST TWYFORD 

Brentmead Gardens, London NW10 7ED 

Sundays 1030 MORNING SERVICE (with Holy Communion) 
  including Children's activities 

  All Age Service - 1st Sunday of the month 

Other Activities 

•  Stay and Play Toddler Group (term time) • Coffee Morning •  Jazz Club •  Youth 
Group • The Open Door Café and Help 
 

HOME GROUPS, COURSES, AND YOUTH GROUP (Yr 7 upwards – enquire 

for details)                               

 

 

Please check the website www.ascensionealing.org to gain access to 
Zoom events. 
 
 

Copy for next issue must be received by Simon  
by end of Tuesday 14th February 2023. 

 
 

http://www.ascensionealing.org/

