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January letter: 
 

I expect 2023 to be a year of many changes, for 
the world, for the church, and for our churches.  
The world is not going back to where we were 
before the pandemic began.  The economic 
costs of responding to Covid, followed by the 

turmoil of the war in Ukraine, and by reckless decisions by our 
own government, will be paid over many years.  We knew it was 
going to be hard, but we did not expect to see full time key 
workers being forced to go to Food Banks to make ends meet. 
 
Our new Friday initiative at St Mary’s, The Open Door, which 
offers coffee and chat for all plus food and clothing if you need 
them, is not just another way for the church be a meeting place 
for the neighbourhood.  It is likely that it will be a direct way of 
fulfilling Jesus’ command to care generously for those in need.  
Revd Valerie Aitken, whom many of you know through her 
connections with our Parish, runs the Food Pantry at St 
Barnabas, Pitshanger Lane.  Their Parish is one of the richest 
neighbourhoods in the country, yet each week they see around 
twenty people coming to them for help with food. 
 
In a changing world our churches will have to change too, and 
be prepared to do so quickly.  During lockdown we showed that 
we could adapt fast to doing church in an entirely new way, and 
we did it well.  With smaller congregations and fewer volunteers 
we cannot and must not assume that we can simply resume 
doing all the things we were doing at the start of 2020. 
The Church of the future will be built around relationships 
rather than services.  Yes there will always need to be public 
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worship, but it will be built around people who are committed 
to Christ and to each other, rather expensive buildings and fixed 
programmes.  There will be fewer full-time paid ministers and 
so we will probably have to get used to using technology more 
to access Christian teaching, and the Church of England will 
have to reconsider its restrictive practices with regard to 
communion and find ways to enable people, as in the book of 
Acts, to break bread in their homes.  Community and 
communion belong together. 
 
I have every confidence that God will always have a church, I’m 
just not sure what it will look like, and pretty sure that it will 
need to change a lot from what it is now.  That change starts 
with us, with a desire to know Jesus better, and to let the Spirit 
lead us into new ways of living together as Christians.  As ever 
we need to be rooted in prayer, not just telling God what we 
need, but listening for what God wants us to be doing (and not 
doing).  As Christians, we’re people of hope who believe in a 
God who is always doing new things.  The birth of Jesus was 
utterly unexpected, and his resurrection even more so.  Let’s go 
into this year hoping and looking for how God will surprise us. 
 

Happy New Year! 
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Church On New Year’s Day 
 
As January 1st is a Bank Holiday we are only going to have one 
joint church service that day.  We will be at St Mary’s at 10.30am 
for what is likely to be a simpler act of worship than usual.  After 
that everything will be a week later than usual with All Age 
services for Epiphany on 8th January and Ascension Friends a 
week later than usual on January 10th.  After that our normal 
pattern resumes. 
 
Evening Worship – The Sunday Word 
 
The Sunday Word is our only totally online service.  It takes 
place for an hour at 6pm on the first Sunday of every month - 
apart from this month when it will be on January 8th (see 
above).  In a framework of prayers and responses with hymns 
and songs recorded by our own musicians and singers, the heart 
of the service, as the name suggests, is reading and exploring 
the Bible together. 

We choose a book, or a section of a book, and starting at the 
beginning everyone who wants to takes a turn to read.  You can 
stop wherever you want, or someone else can come in with a 
question or a comment.  We’ve read the whole of Mark’s 
Gospel, the book of Ruth, the opening chapters of Genesis, and 
last month we compared the two stories of the birth of Jesus.  
It’s insightful and it’s fun, and we certainly get more people 
along than when we used to do evening services in church.  The 
Zoom link gets sent out every month.  Why not drop in some 
time?  To get a flavour you can normally find a recording of a 
recent service on the website. 
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Change Of Parish Bank Account 

On 7th December, we successfully switched our Parish bank 
account from HSBC to Co-operative bank. 

We did this for two reasons: dislike of the ethics of a bank that is 
heavily involved with China and its government; they started to 
charge us for the privilege of paying into our own account. 

As it was a switch, payments will be forwarded, but it would be 
best to start using the new details as soon as possible. They are: 

Account name:  The PCC of the Ascension & St Mary's 
Sort code:  08-92-99 
Account number:  67270051 

Cash and cheques can be paid in at post offices as well as Co-op 
bank branches. The nearest Co-op bank branch is on New 
Broadway, Ealing, opposite the junction with Bond Street. 

If you are currently giving direct into our bank account, as an 
alternative to changing the bank details, please consider joining 
the Parish Giving Scheme. Using the scheme means that the 
church gets Gift Aid tax refunds far more quickly, and reduces the 
amount of admin the Treasurer has to do.  

Here's how to join the Parish Giving Scheme: 

1. Go to www.parishgiving.org.uk.  Click on Find Your Parish. 
Either enter your postcode or use another search option to 
find our two churches on the map.  Click on one of them, 
then click Register Interest. 

2. Click Donate, followed by Give Now.  Fill in your details to 
register.  This will immediately generate a verification 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/


PARISH NEWS 

 

 

 

 

6 

email.  Follow the instructions in the email, then create a 
password to finish setting up your account. 

3. Fill in the instructions to set up how much you want to give 
and how often.  Monthly giving works best for us. 

4. There is an option to have your donation adjusted annually 
to keep up with inflation.  Obviously it will help us if you’re 
willing to do that.  You will be notified before any changes 
are made, and you always have the option to change it. 

5. Please click the Gift Aid box if you are a taxpayer, as it 
increases the value to us of your giving by 25%! 

6. There is an option to remain anonymous, but it will help in 
our communications with you if you do not choose that.  
The only people who see how much you give are the 
Treasurers and Planned Giving Recorder. It is otherwise 
strictly confidential, and the clergy team, for example, do 
not know how much anyone gives. 

7. Finally, please email treasurer@ascensionealing.org to let 
Colin know that you’ve joined. 

8. Make a note to cancel your existing Standing Order to the 
Parish after the date of your first payment through the new 
scheme. 

20 parishioners, including Simon our vicar, and myself as 
Treasurer, have already transferred their giving to the scheme.  
Please join us. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Simon. 

- Colin McKenzie (Treasurer) 

mailto:treasurer@ascensionealing.org
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Church Heating Update 
 
As we move into January we will be worshipping in the church 
hall for a few more weeks.  Early in the month we will be talking 
with companies tendering to install a new boiler and once a 
decision is made we will be getting on with it as soon as 
possible.  Thanks to some very generous legacies over the last 
few years we should be well on the way to being able to finance 
this.  Please do remember the church is you are making or 
updating a will – it helps us so much. 
 
Special thanks must go to Lee, who has often been in on 
Saturday nights setting up, and also to Rae. 
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The Ascension Friends 
 
A Happy New Year to you all! By the time we meet in 2023 
Christmas will seem far behind us and I hope the weather will be 
slightly warmer.  Thank you to all the Friends for your very 

generous gifts which you gave 
me at our December meeting, 
including this lovely mug 
pictured here and a beautiful 
personalised card. You are all so 
kind but the best gift you give 
me is yourselves. You are such a 
happy, positive group of people 
and I love every minute of our 
meetings. We enjoyed a very 

happy Christmas party with some traditional carols and 
Christmas music brought to us by Lee and Rae followed by a 
Christmas carol quiz. 

Our January meeting will be shorter than usual as it will be very 
cold in the church but when I suggested cancelling the meeting 
there were loud cries of “no”! So my suggestion is that we meet 
for a chat, a cup of tea and our usual tasty sandwiches and cake. 
We’ll make the Welcome area as warm as possible and we’ll 
save our New Year quiz and board games until February when 
we hope the heating might have been fixed. There will be a 
change of date, too, for January’s meeting. It will be on 
Tuesday January 10th (a week later than usual) at 2pm in the 
Welcome Area.  Do come and bring your friends. Everyone is 
welcome. Dress warmly! I do hope that 2023 will be a happy and 
healthy new year for us all. 

- Liz Williams (020 8997 5578 williams13qr@gmail.com ) 

mailto:williams13qr@gmail.com
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We meet on the first Tuesday of every month 2pm-4pm 

for talks, teas and occasional outings 
in The Welcome Area, the Church of the Ascension  

Beaufort Road W5 3EB 

Winter/Spring Programme 2023 

*** Tuesday 10th January ***  

Happy New Year – tea and chat 

Tuesday 7th February 

Quizzes and games 

Tuesday 7th March 

3 pictures  

An illustrated talk by Spencer Williams 

Tuesday 4th April 

Easter celebrations 
For more information please contact Mrs Liz Williams 

020 8997 5578 or williams13qr@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

The Ascension Friends 
A club for retired people - old or young 

mailto:williams13qr@gmail.com
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Welcome to The Open Door 
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Stay And Play 

In partnership with West Twyford Children’s Centre 
(https://www.west-twyford.ealing.sch.uk/services-
timetable/) we run a parent and toddler group every 
Monday morning of term time from 9.15am to 11am. 
 
Not only is it great fun for children with lots of space 
and large toys like slides and pedal cars, but it also 
allows access to the range of support and services 
offered  by the Children’s Centre. 
 
Do come along if you have young children, and do tell 
local families about it.  

https://www.west-twyford.ealing.sch.uk/services-timetable/
https://www.west-twyford.ealing.sch.uk/services-timetable/
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Calendar January Intercessions 

 

Our regular service times can be found on the back cover.  On Sundays 
the intercessions (which are being used in an alphabetical sequence) 
are for the people who live or work in the various roads and schools of 
our Parish. 

Daily Prayer can be accessed via the website.   

Week beginning January 1st (The Naming of Jesus) 
  Priory Gardens & Queen's Drive 

Sunday  10.30am – Joint Morning Service at St Mary's 
 ***No 1030 service at the Ascension this week*** 
Weds.  11am – St Mary's Coffee Morning at St Mary's 
Thursday  8pm - Parish Prayer Evening online 
 
Week beginning January 8th (Epiphany) 

  Queen's Parade & Rainsford Court 
Sunday  10.30am – All Age Service at the Ascension 
 10.30am - All Age Service at St Mary's 
 6pm - The Sunday Word (Evening Worship) online 
Monday  9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's 
Tuesday  2pm - Ascension Friends at the Welcome Area 
Thursday  8pm - District Church Council at the Ascension 
Friday 10am – NEW – The Open Door at St Mary’s 
 
Week beginning January 15th (2nd Sunday after Epiphany) 

 The Ridings & Ritz Parade 
Sunday  10.30am – Morship Service at the Ascension 
 10.30am – Morning Service at St Mary's 
 4.30pm - Youth Group at the Ascension 
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Monday  9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's 
 8pm – District Church Council at St Mary's 
Tuesday  7pm – Jazz at St Mary's 
Friday 10am – NEW – The Open Door at St Mary’s 
 
Week beginning January 22nd (3rd Sunday after Epiphany) 

Rossall Crescent & Rotherwick Hill 
Sunday  10.30am – Morship Service at the Ascension 
 10.30am – Morning Service at St Mary's 
Monday  9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's 
Friday 10am – NEW – The Open Door at St Mary’s 
 
Week beginning January 29th (Presentation of Christ) 

 Spencer Close & St Anne's Gardens 
Sunday  10.30am – Morship Service at the Ascension 
 10.30am – Morning Service at St Mary's 
 4.30pm - Youth Group at the Ascension 
Monday  9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's 
 8pm – Parochial Church Council at the Ascension 
Friday 10am – NEW – The Open Door at St Mary’s 
 
All Ascension Sunday services are livestreamed on Zoom,  
recorded, and posted as videos on the Parish website where 
they can be accessed for the next week.  
 

Important Dates 
 

• 15 January - Youth Group restarts  

• 22nd February – Ash Wednesday 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

Funeral 

Rona Beatrice Henbrey 
Aged 90 of Helena Road, Ealing 

16th December 2022 

Our prayers and sympathy to her family and friends 
 

Wedding 

Ben Mansfield & Kyesha Wharton-Adey 
17th December 2022 

Congratulations 

 
 

TO ADVERTISE IN 
THIS MAGAZINE 

please contact 
Roger Dishley 
020 8567 0275 

for rates and further information 
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How to play : place a number from 1-9 in each empty cell so 

that each row, each column & each 3x3 block contains all the 

numbers from 1-9. 

(N.B. No number can appear twice in any row, column or 3 x 3 box) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solution page : 21

2 7

5 2

4 3 5

5 3 1 7

2 6 5 3

3 4 1 6

7 9 6

5 1

8 5
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Beaufort Players Drama Group 
  www.beaufortplayers.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It says here that the Beaufort Players wish to thank 

everyone who supported their Christmas Panto. 

Only a short break for us over Christmas, then we’ll be reading 
our Spring production on 4th January with auditions the 
following week, and rehearsals each week thereafter.  

Further details next month, but meanwhile you may wish to 
note the performance dates, 29th March through to 1st April, in 
your new 2023 diaries. 

If you’d like to be part of this highly successful and friendly 
drama group, either acting or back-stage (no previous experience 
necessary), please do come along any Wednesday evening from 
8pm onwards or contact our Secretary Peter Coles 
bpsecretary918@gmail.com for further details. 

All that remains is to wish you all 
a very Happy and healthy New Year  
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Football And Faith 
 
Star England winger Bukayo Saka says 
reading the Bible every night gives him the 
confidence to go on the pitch knowing God 
has his back.  Speaking at a press conference 
shortly after England beat Senegal  3-0 at the 
World Cup, the 21 year old said God's 
presence in his life means he doesn't need to 
be nervous or worry about any outcome. 
 

The Arsenal forward, who was one of the tournament's top 
scorers, was asked whether he was still reading the Bible each 
night in Qatar:  
 
"Yeah I've been continuing to do that out here. I read my Bible 
every night.  For me, it's really important to have the presence of 
God in me all the time and it gives me more confidence to know 
that God's plan is perfect, so I can go on the pitch and know that 
God has my back.  
 
"But the main thing for me is just keeping my faith. You know, just 
having faith in God so I don't need to be nervous or worry about 
any outcomes because obviously it's my first World Cup. You 
know, I can start worrying about different things and different 
outcomes, but instead I just choose to put my faith in God."  Asked 
whether he has a favourite Bible verse, Bukayo Saka said he liked 
"all of them." 
 
Earlier this year, the striker spoke about how he was taught by his 
parents to have faith in God and learned about the importance of 
prayer. 

- Premier Christian News  
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Poem : Another New Year 
 
Another New Year is ready to begin 
New dates on the Calendar are starting to fill 
Put behind us the regrets of the past  
And concentrate on the NOW with a ready will. 
 
Stride forward with a positive mind 
Look for the good things to give us hope 
Trust in the Lord for courage on the way 
And pray for his support to help us cope. 
 
I want to lead my life in the way God wants me to go 
May help others who need my support along the way 
Show me how to use the gifts you have given me lord 
And lead me down the route to do your will every day. 
 
© Diana Dishley, January 2023 

 
0 - 0 – 0 – O - O – 0- 0 - 0 

 
Sign On The Door Of Music Shop 

Gone Chopin, have Liszt, Bach in a Minuet – Anon 

 

Thought For The Day 

Feel a failure because you don’t get everything on your list 
done each week? Don’t worry – the only person who ever 
got everything done by Friday was Robinson Crusoe! - Anon 
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Peace, Faith, Love, And Hope 
 
Four candles were slowly burning away.  It was so quiet that it 
was possible to hear their conversation. 
 
The first one said, “I am Peace . . . but nobody is able to keep me 
going so I am going to blow myself out.” 
 
The second said, “I am Faith . . . but now the world doesn’t think 
it needs me anymore, so I don’t think I’ll go on.” 
 
The third one said, “I am Love . . . but I don’t have any more 
strength to stay alight. People don’t understand my 
importance, not even for their close family,” and so it went out 
as well. 
 
A young child came in and saw the three candles out and said, 
“Why have you stopped burning? You have to stay alight until 
the end.”  And he shed a tear.  But the fourth candle quietly 
said, “Do not worry; as long as my flame is burning we can re-
light all the other candles. I am Hope!” 

- Sent by Roger Dishley 

Henry Ford’s secret 
 
When the late Mr and Mrs Henry Ford celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary, a reporter asked them: “To what do you 
attribute your fifty years of successful married life?” 
 
“The formula,” said Ford, “is the same formula I have always 
used in making cars – just stick to one model. 
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Thought For This Time Of The Year 
 

New Year’s Day is a good time to fix one’s eyes on the only 
One who knows what the year is to hold – Elisabeth Elliot 

 
 

9 3 1 8 5 6 2 7 4

5 4 2 7 3 9 6 1 8

7 6 8 2 4 1 3 5 9

8 5 6 4 9 3 1 2 7

2 1 7 6 8 5 9 4 3

3 9 4 1 2 7 8 6 5

1 7 9 5 6 8 4 3 2

6 2 3 9 7 4 5 8 1

4 8 5 3 1 2 7 9 6
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New Year is always a good time for taking stock of 
our lives, and reviewing our personal prayer rhythms 
is part of that. 

If you find daily prayer a struggle, try using Daily 
Prayer posted on our website every weekday.  It 
lasts about 20 minutes and consists of prayers, Bible 
readings, reflection, and space for your own prayers. 

You can listen on the site or download it to use later. 

https://ascensionealing.org/whats_on/ 
 

We’d love to hear from you about prayer.  Have you got a story 
about answered prayer?  An insight which has helped you to pray 
better?  An inspiring quotation about prayer? A prayer someone 
has written which you find useful? A question about prayer you’d 
like answered? 

 
Our next prayer Parish Prayer Gathering will be 
online via Zoom on Thursday January 5th, 8pm-
9pm.  Keep in touch with the WhatsApp group, 
website, and Facebook page for prayer information. 
 

https://ascensionealing.org/whats_on/
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Supporting Mission 
 
Every month we profile one of the agencies our Parish supports 
through its giving.  Here is an overview of how our money was 
spent in 2022 and who we supported.  Just as we encourage 
individuals to give the church a percentage of their income, so we 
have a policy of giving away a proportion of what we receive in this 
way.  The Mission budget is currently 5% of our direct income from 
members’ giving.  Having reduced our budget last year because of 
Covid, we have been able to bring it back to former levels and 
£3,000 was allocated by the Parochial Church Council as follows.   

Relieving Poverty And Oppression And Offering Care 
Basotho Educational Trust (Lesotho, S. Africa) £850.00 
Console Mission (Nepal)     £850.00 
Christians Against Poverty     £200.00 
Meadow House Hospice    £100.00 
 
Supporting Fellow Christians In Hardship Or Oppression 
Pastoral Fund (to help individuals)    £200.00 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide   £110.00 
 
Protecting Creation 
A Rocha (Christians In Conservation)    £250.00 
 
Proclaiming The Kingdom 
Community of Aidan and Hilda    £220.00 
Church Mission Society     £200.00 

We also support Christian Aid week and homeless charities at 
Christmas.  It’s also worth remembering, when we are asked to 
renew our giving, that how much we can give away is directly 
linked to our churches’ income.  The more we all give, the more 
we can also give away to others. 
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 And Finally 
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VICAR:  The Revd Simon Reed ................................................. 020 8566 9920 

 The Ascension Vicarage, Beaufort Road, Ealing  W5 3EB 

 E: simonreed@ascensionealing.org 

MINISTER at ST MARY’S:   The Revd Pete Harris, 91 Ashbourne Rd, W5 3DH ..... 020 8997 7852 

E: pete@richard-rose.co.uk 

PASTORAL ASSISTANTS:  Liz Williams, 13 Queen's Road, W5 2SA ..................... 020 8997 5578 

williams13qr@gmail.com 

 Rae White, 109 The Avenue, West Ealing W13 8JT ..... 07414 990645 

E: darwinrae@hotmail.co.uk 

CHURCH WARDEN(S):  Vacant 

DEPUTY WARDENS:  Rosy Sookias [A], 27 Audley Road, W5 3ES ................ 020 8998 3670 

 Arby Ghazaryan [M], 69 Abbeyfields Close,  

 West Twyford, NW10 7EG ........................................... 07958 555506 

PCC SECRETARY:  Liz Williams, 13 Queen's Road, W5 2SA ..................... 020 8997 5578 

PARISH TREASURER:  Colin Mckenzie, 26 Brentmead Gardens,  

 West Twyford, NW10 7DS .......................................... 020 8838 4531 

 E: treasurer@ascensionealing.org 

PLANNED GIVING:  Parish Treasurer ........................................................ (address above) 

ELECTORAL ROLL:   Lucy Pavesi ................................................................. 020 3532 2524 

 

CHILDREN’S CHAMPIONS: The Revd Simon Reed [A] (address above) ................. 020 8566 9920 

 Annlinda Buckingham [M], 29 Waverley Gardens, NW10 7EE 

  .................................................................................... 07817 676607 

 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS:  Liz Williams (address above) ...................................... 020 8997 5578 

  Rae White (address above) ......................................... 07414 990645 

JUNIOR CHURCH  Rae White (address above) ......................................... 07414 990645 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:  Lee Dewsnap ............................................................... 07702 126971 

SACRISTAN (A):  Denise Avanessian ...................................................... 020 8810 7140 

HALL BOOKINGS:  Rae White, 109 The Avenue, W. Ealing W13 8JT ......... 07414 990645               

 E: darwinrae@hotmail.co.uk 

PARISH NEWS MAGAZINE: 

CONTENT   Revd Simon Reed E: simonreed@ascensionealing.org 

ADVERTISING Roger Dishley.............................................................. 020 8567 0275 

DISTRIBUTION Eija O’Gorman [A] ....................................................... 020 8992 0061 

 Kester Worme [M] ...................................................... 020 8963 0112 

 



THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, HANGER HILL 

Beaufort Road, London W5 3EB 

Wheel chair access at front entrance 

Sundays 1030 MORNING WORSHIP (with Holy Communion) 

  including Children's activities 

  All Age Service - 1st Sunday of the month 

  The 10.30am service is also streamed live on Zoom. 

 1800 THE SUNDAY WORD – Evening Service on Zoom only 

  1st Sunday of the month. 

The Church is normally open for DAILY PRAYER 9.00-9.30am and 5.30-6pm weekdays 

Other Activities 

•  Ascension Friends retired people’s club  •  Youth Group 

 

ST MARY'S, WEST TWYFORD 

Brentmead Gardens, London NW10 7ED 

Sundays 1030 MORNING SERVICE (with Holy Communion) 
  including Children's activities 

  All Age Service - 1st Sunday of the month 

Other Activities 

•  Stay and Play Toddler Group (term time) • Coffee Morning •  Jazz Club •  Youth 
Group • The Open Door Café and Help 
 

HOME GROUPS, COURSES, AND YOUTH GROUP (Yr 7 upwards – enquire 

for details)                               

 

 

Please check the website www.ascensionealing.org to gain access to 
Zoom events. 
 
 

Copy for next issue must be received by Simon  
by end of Sunday 15th January 2023. 

 
 

http://www.ascensionealing.org/

