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LETTER FROM SIMON

November letter:
As I write this, Liz Truss has today become
the second Conservative Prime Minister to
resign this year. I have no idea where we will
be by the time you read this! Best-selling
author and trainer John Maxwell says that
everything stands or falls on leadership. We have just seen
two leaders at the highest level fail badly. So what makes a
good leader?
One of my favourite lines on leadership comes from one of
Bernard Cornwell’s action-packed Sharpe novels. Describing
his maverick solder hero, he comments, “Some men avoid
responsibility. Others take it whether it is offered or not.”
Leadership begins with stepping up, seeing that something
needs doing and being willing to do something about it. My
first step towards leadership was stacking chairs after youth
group meetings. Someone had to do it!
Stepping up is just the start. To go on successfully requires
two essential qualities – both of which can be learned and
trained – competence and character.
Liz Truss seems to have failed on competence. Without
much experience she seems to have embarked on a risky
course of action, listening only to the advice of those who
agreed with her and ignoring the many, some of far greater
knowledge and experience, who didn’t. She alienated those
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who disagreed and when the ship hit the rocks a series of
panic reactions were hopelessly inadequate.
Boris Johnson failed the test of character. It was clear to
those who took the trouble to see, that everything he did was
motivated by ego and self-aggrandisement. When he got to
the highest place of power he acted in a way that showed he
thought he was above the law, and above any moral
commitment to truth. He has not shown the slightest regret
for his actions and that is an indication of character.
John Maxwell, himself a Christian, says that there is no such
thing as distinctively Christian leadership, just good and bad
leadership. All these three leadership qualities are however
rooted in Christianity. Taking responsibility is often another
way of speaking about a sense of calling. Becoming
competent is related to the learning part of discipleship.
Growing in character is a core part of being a Christian.
Most of us do not think of ourselves as potential leaders
because so often we have believed that leaders are born and
not made, and that leadership requires some mystical quality
called “charisma.” A brief look at the Gospels shows us that
none of the twelve apostles showed a lot of leadership
potential. They all cracked under pressure, they were notably
poor at learning from Jesus, and between them they had a
fine collection of character flaws including impulsiveness,
quick temper, pessimism, and dishonesty. Yet these are the
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people Jesus called to continue his mission in the world and
for all their faults, they were the people who stepped up.
Anyone who wants to make a difference in the lives of others,
and steps up, is in some sense a leader. That’s something all
of us who are Christians should aspire to, because we’re
called to serve God by serving others.
Many of you say you value the children and young people in
our churches and would be disappointed if they were not
there. Are you prepared to turn that kind thought into a
meaningful action? At the moment we have just one leader,
Rae, across our two churches. Would you be prepared to sit
in on a Junior Church session just to be the second adult we
need to keep the session safe? You might then find there
was some small way you could help the leader. You might
find you could even lead a part of the session. Maybe.
Maybe not. What God calls us to do God also equips us to do,
but you’ll never find out if you could have the satisfaction of
doing something very good for others unless you take that
first experimental step. In this or some other way in our
churches, please do that.
Best wishes
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Christmas Fair
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This year our annual Christmas Fair is moving experimentally
from the Ascension to St Mary’s. (There will be an Ascension
Plant Sale the week before.)
This is our one and only event which is deliberately a fundraiser
to support all our Parish activities so please do come, and also
please invite your friends and neighbours.
If you can help out (and we need lots of helpers from both
churches) please contact Rae White who is the event organiser.

ADVERTISE YOUR CLUB
OR BUSINESS HERE
For further details
please contact
Roger Dishley
07957 180288 / roger@dishley.net
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The Ascension Friends
It was a delight to welcome so many people to Simon’s talk on his
Iceland trek along the Laugavegur volcano trail, which he did in
August. He told us that it was challenging, tough, but he saw
stunning landscapes. It was a trek that was not for the faint
hearted (and I think we all know that Simon certainly isn’t!) and
that it was an experience of a lifetime. He shared some of the
wonderful photographs of his expedition. We were delighted that
he had used the generous gift from parishioners to celebrate his 25
years as vicar of the parish towards this holiday. Thank you Simon.

Our November meeting is on Tuesday 1st November, when we
shall welcome Athena Zissimos, one of the Hanger Hill Ward
councillors, who will talk to us about her role. Do come and join us.
You may have general questions to ask, although any specific
questions about concerns can be addressed at her ward surgery on
the first Saturday of each month in the church hall between 10am
– 12noon. Do come and bring your friends. As always, we will
meet at 2pm in the Welcome Area and the talk will be followed by
a delicious tea and everyone is welcome.
Liz Williams 020 8997 5578 or williams13qr@gmail.com
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The Ascension Friends
A club for retired people - old or young
We meet on the first Tuesday of every month 2pm-4pm
for talks, teas and occasional outings
in The Welcome Area, the Church of the Ascension
Beaufort Road W5 3EB
Autumn/Winter Programme 2022
Tuesday 6th September
Games galore
Tuesday 4th October
Trekking Iceland’s Volcano Trail
An illustrated talk by Simon Reed
Tuesday 1st November
The work of a local councillor
Athena Zissimos will tell us about her role
Tuesday 6th December
Christmas Celebrations

For more information please contact Mrs Liz Williams
020 8997 5578 or williams13qr@gmail.com
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Pre-Christmas Plant Sale

Christmas Plant Sale
Saturday 19th November, 12pm-2pm
42 Audley Road, Ealing W5 3ET

Indoor Plants & Bulbs
Christmas Plants
Raffle
Tea & Coffee
Do come and support as all proceeds support
the work of the Ascension and St Mary’s.
.

Contact: Sue Lawes (020 8997 4664)
Pause For Thought
What is the use of travelling at a fast speed when you are
going in the wrong direction? – Bernhard Langer
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ST MARY’S NEWS
Gospel Service
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CALENDAR, DIARY & REGISTERS

Calendar

November

Intercessions

Our regular service times can be found on the back cover. On Sundays
the intercessions (which are being used in an alphabetical sequence)
are for the people who live or work in the various roads and schools of
our Parish.

Daily Prayer can be accessed via the website.
Tuesday
Weds.
Thurs.

2pm - Ascension Friends at the Welcome Area
7.30pm - Alpha at St Mary's
11am – St Mary's Coffee Morning at St Mary's
8pm – Parish Prayer Evening online from Ascension

Week beginning November 6th (3rd Sunday before Advent)
Iveagh Close & Iveagh Terrace
Sunday 10.30am – All Age Service at the Ascension
10.30am – All Age Service at St Mary's
6pm - The Sunday Word (Evening Worship) online
Monday 9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's
Tuesday 7.30pm – Alpha at St Mary's
Week beginning November 13th (Remembrance Sunday)
Lakeside Drive & Links Road
Sunday 10.30am – Morning Service at the Ascension
10.30am – Morning Service at St Mary's
4.30pm - Youth Group at the Ascension
Monday 9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's
Tuesday 7.30pm – Alpha at St Mary's
Thursday 8pm – District Church Council at the Ascension
Saturday 12pm – Christmas Plant Sale at 42 Audley Road
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Week beginning November 20th (Christ the King Sunday)
Lytham Grove & The Maria Montessori School
Sunday 1030am – Morning Service at the Ascension
10.30am – Gospel Morning Service at St Mary's
Monday 9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's
8pm - District Church Council at St Mary's
Tuesday 7pm – Jazz at St Mary's
7.30pm - Alpha Course at St Mary's
Saturday 12 midday – Parish Christmas Fair at St Mary's
Advent the King Sunday)
Monks Drive & Marryat Court
Sunday 1030am – Morning Service at St Mary's
10.30am – Morning Service at the Ascension
4.30pm - Youth Group at the Assension
Monday 9.15am – Stay and Play Toddler Group at St Mary's
8pm - Parish Church Council at the Ascension
Tuesday 7.30m – Alpha at St Mary's
All Ascension Sunday services are livesteamed on Zoom,
recorded, and posted as videos on the Parish website where
they can be accessed for the next week.

PARISH REGISTERS
No entries this month
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Important Dates
•

St Mary’s Carol Service – December 11th

• Ascension Carol Service – December 18th
0-0-O-O-0-0
Thinking About God
Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and
knows the One who is leading – Oswald Chambers
This one simple act of beginning each day with God sets each
day on the path of wisdom – Elizabeth George
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SUDOKU CHALLENGE
How to play : place a number from 1-9 in each empty cell so
that each row, each column & each 3x3 block contains all the
numbers from 1-9.
(N.B. No number can appear twice in any row, column or 3 x 3 box)
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Beaufor Players Drama Group
www.beaufortplayers.org.uk

It says here tickets are now on sale for the
next Beaufort Players production

‘The Little Mermaid’
A fun-filled family Pantomime with Pirates
by Alan Robinson

Friday 25th November 8.00pm
Saturday 26th November 2.00 pm & 7.00pm
Friday 2nd December 8.00pm
Saturday 3rd December 2.00 pm & 7.00pm
(Doors open half an hour before each performance)

£13 (£10.50 concessions - children £7)
order by phone on 07730 572389
or on-line by scanning this QR code->
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New Edition of Simon’s Book

Simon’s second book, Followers
of the Way, has just been
republished in a second and
revised edition.
It costs £9.99 from and can be
ordered online from the
publishers (see link below) and
from other online booksellers.
It can also be obtained from
Perivale Christian Bookshop.

https://www.brfonline.org.uk/products/followers-of-the-way
‘Enables busy contemporary Christian people to discover a
more authentically Christian way of life for themselves as
individuals and as a gathered community.’
- Stephen Skuce, District Superintendent, North Western District
of the Methodist Church in Ireland
“One of, if not the best book on discipleship I have ever read.”
- Stephen Callister (via Facebook)
“It’s a really lovely book.”
- Lorna Nicholson, Christian Rock & Mountain Club
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CALCULATE YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT AND
OFF-SET YOUR TRAVEL
Whether or not you have had a holiday, travelled far and wide or
simply stayed at home you will have racked up a “carbon
footprint” during 2022. Now this is very much the time of year to
take stock.
Any travelling activity results in putting at least some carbon into
the atmosphere which, as we all know, contributes towards the
heating-up of our Planet. One result of this is the hotter summers
which we are now regularly experiencing. “Off-setting” is one
small way in which way we can play a part in limiting this. It
involves calculating our carbon footprint caused by travelling and
then paying something towards helping to bring it down.
Making this easy is the Carbon Stewards website (part of the
environmental charity A Rocha, which has its UK base in Ealing,
and which our parish supports): https://www.climatestewards.org/.
Its on-line carbon calculator lists all the ways you are likely to have
travelled about over the year: flights, public transport including
trains and buses, driving a car etc. It lists mileages for flights, a
great help when filling in your journey details, and it also shows the
amount of carbon generated by each one. Then the total amount
you should pay to off-set comes up plus various options for paying
it.
There are several off-setting websites so you do need to check that
you will indeed be contributing to a useful and worthwhile cause. I
personally always choose to do mine through Climate Stewards
because the money goes directly towards one of A Rocha’s
overseas projects details of which are also shown on the site.
- Gillian Harrison
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Poem: New
New is a very interesting word
It is full of promise and adventure
An adventure that could easily change our lives
But let us pray for the right one I am sure
We never know what is in store for us
At times we will have to ask for advice
This year we have all experienced new things
Whatever it is. So before rash decisions - think twice!
Medically there have been many changes
Things that can affect us all
As well as new strains of COVID
Unknown and nasty epidemics have come large and small.
The loss of our Queen turned the world upside down
Now we settle down to welcome and support our new king.
Having spent so many years working with his mother,
We hope a stable and happy reign he will bring.
Thank you Lord that he is a committed Christian.
We pray he will have good health, and good decisions make
That he will manage to retain a united kingdom
And that your support and guidance he will take.
We have also had a new Prime Minister.
There are so many disruptions causing much pain
We can only pray that they will soon be done
And a stable and well run Government will remain.
© Diana Dishley, November 2022
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Colouring Page
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God’s Smuggler - The Life Of Brother Andrew
Brother Andrew, the founder of Open Doors, died on 27th
September, aged 94. Famous around the world as ‘God’s
smuggler’, he began his ministry in 1957 by smuggling Bibles
across the Iron Curtain in a blue Volkswagen Beetle. That trip
was the beginning of Open Doors which, more than 65 years
later, is now supporting persecuted Christians around the world.
The remarkable story of his Bible
smuggling was told in his best-selling
autobiography God’s Smuggler.
After the fall of the Iron Curtain, Brother
Andrew turned his attention to the
Islamic World. He travelled to the
Middle East and South Asia and had
private meetings with leaders of several
Islamic
fundamentalist
groups.
However, Brother Andrew preached
against retaliation – repeatedly
declaring ‘I sincerely love all Muslims’ as a counter to the rising
Islamophobia in the west.
Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands knighted Brother Andrew in
1993. In 1997, he received the World Evangelical Alliance’s
Religious Liberty Award, recognising his lifetime of service to
suffering Christians.
Open Doors UK reveals that “perhaps the recognition that
pleased him most was the copies of KGB reports, which he
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obtained after the fall of the Iron Curtain. There were more than
150 pages about him, detailing his work in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe. Despite this, they were still unable to stop his
work.” More at www.opendoorsuk.org.
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PRAYER SECTION
We’d love to hear from you about prayer. Have you got a story
about answered prayer? An insight which has helped you to pray
better? An inspiring quotation about prayer? A prayer someone
has written which you find useful? A question about prayer you’d
like answered?

Amid all the political turmoil of the last month you may have
wondered how to pray for the government. Here’s how.

In 1 Timothy 2:1-4, Paul writes:
I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings should be made for everyone, for
kings and all who are in high positions, so that we
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the
sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Our next prayer Parish Prayer Gathering will be
online via Zoom on Thursday November 3rd, 8pm,
streaming from the Ascension. Keep in touch with
the WhatsApp group, website, and Facebook page for
prayer information.
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PARISH PERSONNEL
VICAR:

MINISTER at ST MARY’S:
PASTORAL ASSISTANTS:

CHURCH WARDEN(S):
DEPUTY WARDENS:

PCC SECRETARY:
PARISH TREASURER:

PLANNED GIVING:
ELECTORAL ROLL:

The Revd Simon Reed ................................................. 020 8566 9920
The Ascension Vicarage, Beaufort Road, Ealing W5 3EB
E: simonreed@ascensionealing.org
The Revd Pete Harris, 91 Ashbourne Rd, W5 3DH ...... 020 8997 7852
E: pete@richard-rose.co.uk
Liz Williams, 13 Queen's Road, W5 2SA ...................... 020 8997 5578
williams13qr@gmail.com
Rae White, 109 The Avenue, West Ealing W13 8JT ..... 07414 990645
E: darwinrae@hotmail.co.uk
Vacant
Rosy Sookias [A], 27 Audley Road, W5 3ES ................. 020 8998 3670
Arby Ghazaryan [M], 69 Abbeyfields Close,
West Twyford, NW10 7EG ........................................... 07958 555506
Liz Williams, 13 Queen's Road, W5 2SA ...................... 020 8997 5578
Colin Mckenzie, 26 Brentmead Gardens,
West Twyford, NW10 7DS .......................................... 020 8838 4531
E: treasurer@ascensionealing.org
Parish Treasurer ........................................................ (address above)
Lucy Pavesi .................................................................. 020 3532 2524

CHILDREN’S CHAMPIONS:

The Revd Simon Reed [A] (address above) ................. 020 8566 9920
Annlinda Buckingham [M], 29 Waverley Gardens, NW10 7EE
..................................................................................... 07817 676607

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS:

Liz Williams (address above) ....................................... 020 8997 5578
Rae White (address above) .......................................... 07414 990645
Rae White (address above) .......................................... 07414 990645

JUNIOR CHURCH
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:
SACRISTAN (A):
HALL BOOKINGS:
PARISH NEWS MAGAZINE:
CONTENT
ADVERTISING
DISTRIBUTION

Lee Dewsnap ................................................................ 07702 126971
Denise Avanessian ...................................................... 020 8810 7140
Rae White, 109 The Avenue, West Ealing W13 8JT ..... 07414 990645
E: darwinrae@hotmail.co.uk
Revd Simon Reed
E: simonreed@ascensionealing.org
Roger Dishley .............................................................. 020 8567 0275
Eija O’Gorman [A] ....................................................... 020 8992 0061
Kester Worme [M] ...................................................... 020 8963 0112

THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, HANGER HILL
Beaufort Road, London W5 3EB
Wheel chair access at front entrance
Sundays

1030 MORNING WORSHIP (with Holy Communion)
including Children's Group
All Age Service - 1st Sunday of the month
The 10.30am service is also streamed live on Zoom.

The Church is normally open for DAILY PRAYER 9.00-9.30am and 5.30-6pm weekdays
Other Activities
• Ascension Friends retired people’s club • Mini Music Toddler Group • Youth Group

ST MARY'S, WEST TWYFORD
Brentmead Gardens, London NW10 7ED
Sundays

1030 MORNING SERVICE (with Holy Communion)
including Children's Group
All Age Service - 1st Sunday of the month

Other Activities
• Stay and Play Toddler Group (term time) • Mini Music Toddler Group
Beans & Leaves Café • Coffee Morning • Jazz Club • Youth Group

HOME GROUPS, COURSES, AND YOUTH GROUP (Yr 7 upwards – enquire
for details)

Please check the website www.ascensionealing.org to gain access to
Zoom events.

Copy for next issue must be received by Simon
by end of Wednesday 16th November 2022.
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