! Give in an organised way - Paul tells the
Corinthians to set aside money on the first day
of each week (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
! Give something even if it is only a little - Jesus
honours the widow who sacrificially gave two
small coins above the rich who were able to
give much more (Luke 21:1-4).
Practical steps
! Pray about your giving
! Work out your annual or monthly income
! Decide whether you will give out of your total
income before tax (gross), income after tax
(net), or (if your circumstances are difficult)
after paying tax and other essential outgoings this is a matter of personal conscience.
! Decide what percentage you will give away.
10% is good target to aim for but you might
want to start lower and build up over time.
The important thing is to give a proportion, no
matter how small.

How do I give to the church?
Please join our Planned Giving Scheme which helps
us predict our annual income and budget
accordingly so that your money is used in the
wisest and most careful way.
You can give in four ways:
! join
the
Parish
Giving
Scheme
(www.parishgiving.org.uk) - RECOMMENDED
! by monthly Standing Order

! by weekly envelopes which go in the collection
! by annual cheque or banker’s order
The scheme is strictly confidential. The only people
who know how much you give are the Parish
Treasurers and the Planned Giving Coordinator no-one else, not even the Vicar or the Church
Wardens!
You are asked to make an annual pledge but you
are free to revise it at any time should your
circumstances change. (This is why giving as a
percentage of income is the best way. If your
income decreases the total amount you give goes
down, if it increases it goes up!)
If you pay income tax please sign a Gift Aid
declaration which allows us to reclaim the tax you
pay, so increasing the value of your gift. If you still
choose to give by putting money in the weekly
collection, please fill in an orange Gift Aid envelope
each time to allow us to reclaim the tax. Of course
joining the Planned Giving Scheme means you only
have to do this once!
To join the Planned Giving Scheme or for any
further information please contact the Deputy
Parish Treasurer:
Mr Colin McKenzie
26 Brentmead Gardens
West Twyford
NW10 7DS
020 8838 5431
colin@proof-read.co.uk

THANK YOU!

GIVING

Why do we give?
“God loves a cheerful giver.”
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
(2 Corinthians 9:7 and Acts 20:35)
The heart of the Christian message is the unending
generosity of God in creating, redeeming and
sustaining everything that exists. One of the
defining characteristics of a Christian is reflecting
that generosity in and through our own lives.
Here are some reasons why giving is so important:
! It shows that we really do trust in the God who
can “satisfy every need . . . according to his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians
4:19)
! It breaks the power of money over us - Jesus
said we cannot serve God and wealth (Matthew
6:24) so giving some of it away shows it does
not control us.
! It meets the needs of others - “Open your hand
to the poor and needy neighbour in your land.”
(Deuteronomy 15:11)
! It resources the ministry and mission of the
church - “‘The labourer deserves to be paid’ . .
. especially those who labour in preaching and
teaching.” (1 Timothy 5:17)
! It’s a way of offering worship to God - King
David said, “I will not sacrifice to the LORD my
God offerings that cost me nothing.” (2 Samuel
24:24)

Above all it imitates Jesus who we are called to
follow - “For you know the generous act of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty
you might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9).

We can’t do any of this without your support.
That’s why if you’re a member of the Ascension or
St Mary’s and believe in and value what we do,
supporting us financially will be a top priority in
your financial giving.

Giving to the local church

How much should I give?

Many of us will already give to charities and good
causes. Where does the local church fit into all
that?

“The one who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to provide you with every
blessing in abundance, so that by always having
enough of everything, you may share abundantly
in every good work.”
(2 Corinthians 9:6–8)

The Church of England relies for money almost
entirely on the giving of its members. Despite being
the nation’s “established” church it receives no funding
at all from the state. Like any large organisation it
has central funds and investments but these mainly
pay the pensions of thousands of retired ministers.
It also owns a lot of land - most of which has
churches on it! The national Church does have an
income of millions of pounds a year, but all of this
goes straight back into its work. Each Parish is
therefore asked to try to meet its own costs and
the more well off churches help those who cannot
afford to do this.
Our annual Parish expenditure is about £120,000,
and rising every year. “What do we get for our
money?” someone once asked. The answer is
simple - we get church. Your money pays for
everything we do. Our ministry and mission
includes work with children, young people and the
elderly, outreach to those who are not yet
Christians, facilities which serve the local
community, support for local and overseas agencies
which work to build a better world for everyone as well as our weekly worship services.

In the Old Testament everyone was expected to
care for the poor and also to give one tenth of
their income, the “tithe,” to support the temple and
the priests.
Jesus and Paul kept Jewish customs but did not
expect non-Jews to keep them. The New
Testament does not teach that Christians should
tithe. However, tithing shows us that giving away
a percentage of our income is a good principle.
The New Testament suggests several principles to
guide our giving:
! Give in proportion to your income - “if the
eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has—not according to
what one does not have.” (2 Corinthians 8:12).

